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Main Ideas

	What evidence supports the theory of evolution?
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	The evidence:

· Fossils

· Patterns of early development

· Similar body structures

These provide evidence that organisms have changed over time.



	How do scientists infer evolutionary relationships among organisms?
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	Scientists have combined the evidence from DNA, protein structure, fossils, early development, and body structure to determine the evolutionary relationships among species.

	How do new species form?
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	They can form when a group of individuals remains isolated from the rest of its species long enough to evolve different traits.


	Key Terms
	

	Homologus structures
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	Similar structures that related species hav inherited from a common ancestor.

	DNA

  [image: image5.png]



	The newest tool to determine how species are related. Scientists have combined the evidence from DNA, protein structure, fossils, early development, and body structure to determine the evolutionary relationship among species.

	Branching tree
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	A diagram that shows how scientists think different groups of organisms are related.



